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Bill of Rights Day, Human Rights 
Day and Week, 1976 


Proclamation 4479. December 1, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


We Americans have been deeply moved by the sights 
and sounds of our Bicentennial observance, celebrated 
this year with pageantry, with fireworks, and with tall 
ships whose friendly visits have reminded us of our close 
ties, both contemporary and historical, with many nations 
around the globe. More importantly, we have given re- 
newed thought to those principles of liberty and justice 
that underlie our national experience. Reexamined in the 
light of the past two centuries, the great instruments of 
our freedom—the Declaration of Independence, the Con- 
stitution and the Bill of Rights—retain both their vitality 
and their relevance to today’s problems. 


When he introduced his proposal for a Bill of Rights 
to the House of Representatives of the First Congress, 
James Madison called it “the great work.” He said: “It 
will be a desirable thing to extinguish from the bosom of 
every member of the community, any apprehensions that 
there are those among his countrymen who wish to de- 
prive them of the liberty for which they valiantly fought 
and honorably bled.” 


Madison argued that “the great object in view is to 
limit and qualify the powers of Government, by except- 
ing out of the grant of power those cases in which the 
Government ought not to act, or to act only in a particu- 
lar mode.” Those cases include rights and freedoms all 
Americans cherish today—freedom of religion, of speech, 
of the press; security against unreasonable searches and 
seizures; freedom from self-incrimination; the guarantee 
of due process of law; trial by jury. 


Our national commitment to the principles of the Bill 
of Rights is echoed in the community of nations by our 
respect for the ideals enunciated in the Universal Decla- 
ration of Human Rights, adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly in 1948. This Declaration eloquently 
affirms that the foundation of freedom, justice and peace 
in the world lies in the recognition of the inherent dignity, 
and the equal and inalienable rights, of all members of 
the human family. 


In December we pay special tribute to these funda- 
mental documents. December 15 is the one hundred and 
eighty-fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Bill of 
Rights and December 10 is the twenty-eighth anniver- 
sary of the Universal Declaration. As we enter the third 
century of our national existence we need more than ever 
to remember that the principles contained in these funda- 
mental statements of human purpose have immediate 
application, not only domestically in our dealings with 
one another, but also internationally in our pursuit of 
friendly relations with all countries. 


Now, TuHererore, I, Geratp R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby proclaim De- 
cember 10, 1976, as Human Rights Day and Decem- 
ber 15, 1976, as Bill of Rights Day. I call upon the 
American people to observe the week beginning Decem- 
ber 10, 1976, as Human Rights Week. Further, I ask all 
Americans, as they reflect with conscious pride on our 
history, not to be content with past accomplishments but 
to recognize the future task of our Nation and mankind: 
to bring about the full realization of the ideals and aspira- 
tions expressed in the Bill of Rights and the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this first day of December, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundred and first. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:25 p.m., 
December 1, 1976] 
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Budget Deferrals 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Deferrals. December 3, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Impoundment Control Act of 
1974, I herewith report four new deferrals of funds total- 
ling $3.7 billion. Funds deferred were appropriated for 
the Department of Labor, two International Security As- 
sistance programs, and ACTION. 

In addition, I am reporting revisions to two deferrals 
previously transmitted. The Department of Defense mili- 
tary construction deferral is increased by $259.4 million 
and a General Revenue Sharing deferral in the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury is increased by $11.1 million. 

The details of each deferral are contained in the at- 
tached reports. 

GeraLp R. Forp 
The White House, 
December 3, 1976. 


NOTE: The attachment detailing the deferrals will be printed in the 
Federal Register. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. 

November 29 


The President attended a reception at the White House 
honoring Republican Governors and Governors-elect. 
November 30 


In a ceremony in the Oval Office, the President re- 
ceived diplomatic credentials from Ambassadors Roel F. 


Karamat, of Surinam, Punch Coomaraswamy, of Singa- 
pore, Kewal Singh, of India, Dr. Ignacio Iribarren 
Borges, of Venezuela, and Juan Jose Rovira, of Spain. 

The President announced the recess appointment of 
William E. Simon, Secretary of the Treasury, as United 
States Governor of the African Development Fund, and 
the recess appointment of William D. Rogers, Under 
Secretary of State for Economic Affairs, as Alternate Gov- 
ernor of the Fund. 


December 1 


The President greeted recipients of the Rockefeller 
Public Service Awards for 1976 in the Oval Office. 

The President announced the appointment of Caspar 
W. Weinberger, of San Francisco, Calif., as a member of 
the President’s Committee on Science and Technology. 

The President met with his advisers to continue mak- 
ing his tentative decisions on the 1978 fiscal year budget. 
The meeting ended the line item consideration phase of 
the budget process. 

December 2 

The President met with the National Security Council 
at the White House. - 

The President met with his advisers to begin the ap- 
peals process in the preparation of the 1978 fiscal year 
budget. 

Peter Peterson, Chairman of the Commission on Ex- 
ecutive, Legislative, and Judicial Salaries, met with the 


President to report on the Commission’s recommenda- 
tions. 


December 3 


The President today declared an emergency for the 
State of Arkansas because of the impact of a drought. The 
President’s action will permit the use of Federal funds in 
relief and recovery efforts in designated areas of the State. 

The President met at the White House with Dr. Ernest 
Gilmont, president of the Committee of Scientific Society 
Presidents. 

The President met with his Foreign Intelligence Ad- 
visory Board. 

Senator-elect Richard Lugar, of Indiana, met with the 
President. 








ACTS APPROVED 
BY THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: The President completed his consider- 
ation of acts and joint resolutions passed by 
the second session of the 94th Congress on 
October 22, 1976 (see 12 Weekly Comp. Pres. 
Docs., pp. 1562, 1632). The first session of 
the 95th Congress will begin on Tuesday, 
January 4, 1977. 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released December 2, 1976 

Statement by Dr. William M. Lukash, Physi- 
cian to the President: on the results of a 
comprehensive medical examination un- 
dergone by Mrs. Ford 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


NOTE: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Friday, October 1, 1976, no nomina- 
tions were submitted during the period 
covered by this issue. The first session of 
the 95th Congress will begin on Tuesday, 
January 4, 1977. 
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